Little Wandle - Phonics
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Little Wandle Phonics at Meltham CE Primary School

We are a Little Wandle Phonics school! We operate the 'Little
Wandle’ Phonics programme designed by Little Sutton and
Wandle English Hubs and taken forward by Little Sutton
Primary School and Wandle Learning Trust in partnership with
other phonics and early reading experts. Little Sutton and the
Wandle English Hubs have developed a highly effective Letters
and Sounds approach over recent years, with Phonics screening
check results consistently amongst the top five per cent in the
country. At Meltham CE Primary School, we are dedicated to
ensuring that each and every one of our children learns to read
with accuracy and confidence. We believe that the 'Little
Wandle’ programme allows us to do this, as well as allowing us
to support you in fostering a love of reading in your child that
will last a lifetime.

At the core of the programme is the lively and vigorous
teaching of synthetic phonics. Children learn the 44 common
sounds in the English language and how to sound-blend words
for reading (decoding) at the same time as developing
handwriting skills and spelling (encoding).


https://littlesu.org/
https://littlesu.org/
http://wandlelearningtrust.org.uk/

The children have the pleasure of reading engaging storybooks
perfectly matched to their level — so that they have early
success in reading. The children follow a structured programme
of reading and writing activities in groups tailored to their level
of learning. All staff that deliver the programme at Meltham CE
have been trained in the delivery of this programme.

Children are assessed regularly, and if required are placed in
groups depending on the level of support needed. They are
then assessed regularly through lessons and formally at the
end of each half term. Children that are receiving any
additional interventions (catch up or one to one) are assessed
every 3 to 4 weeks. This ensures that the children are making
progress and are receiving teaching suited to their phonics
knowledge. Tight tracking by a reading lead is in place to
ensure that progress is being made.

After the children have read their book in school, they will bring
their book home to continue practising their fluency and share
their love of the book with you. To support your child reading
their new book, use the information located on the back of the
front and back covers. Please find some examples below:
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Progression:

In Reception, children will begin to be provided with books
relevant to the sounds they are learning in school. The
progression of 'Little Wandle' phases are as follows:

« Phase 2
« Phase 3
.« Phase 4
« Phase 5

Parental Support

There’s a wealth of sessions available online. The Little Wandle
website has lots of resources and links to support your child at
home. They are available at:

« For parents - Letters and Sounds
(littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk)



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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They also have full lessons on YouTube.

o Letters and Sounds for Home and School - YouTube

We would urge you to watch these as often as possible to keep
them fresh in your mind.

Phonics Glossary

As parents, it's important to make sure that we understand the
key terms in phonics so that we can carry on the good work
our child has done at school at home!

Blend: this is when you say the individual sounds that make
up a word and then merge or blend them together to say the
word as used when reading.

Consonant: most letters of the alphabet are consonants,
except for the vowels: a,e,i,o,u.

CVC Words: this is an abbreviation used for consonant-vowel-
consonant words. It describes the order of sounds. Some
examples of CVC words are: cat, pen, top, chat (because ch
makes one sound).

Other similar abbreviations include:

. VC (Vowel Consonant) words e.g. on, is, it.


https://www.youtube.com/@lettersandsoundsforhomeand9824

. CCVC (Consonant, Consonant, Vowel, Consonant) words
e.g. trap and black.

. CVCC (Consonant, Vowel, Consonant, Consonant) words
e.g. milk and fast.

Digraph: this describes two letters which together make one
sound e.g. ee, 0a, ea, ch, ay. There are different types of
digraph:

. Vowel digraph: a digraph in which at least one of the
letters is a vowel: boat or day.

. Consonant digraph: two consonants which can go
together: shop or thin.

. Split digraph (previously called magic e): two letters,
which work as a pair to make one sound, but are
separated within the word e.qg. a-e, e-e, i-e, 0-e, u-e. For
example cake or pine.

Grapheme: it's a written letter or a group of letters which
represent one single sound (phoneme) e.g. a, |, sh, air, ck.

Phoneme: it's a single sound that can be made by one or
more letters - e.qg. s, k, z, 00, ph, igh.

Pure Sound: it's the skill of pronouncing each letter sound
clearly and distinctly without adding additional sounds to the
end e.qg. ‘f’ not ‘fuh.’

Segment: it's the opposite of blending as it means splitting a
word up into individual sounds when spelling and writing.

Tricky Words: they're the words that are difficult to sound out
e.g. said, the, because which don't follow phonics rules.

High Frequency Words: high frequency words are those
which appear most often in the language — many are also
common exception words (e.g. 'T’, ‘the’, ‘you’). Children are
taught to learn these words by sight in order to increase the
Fluency of their reading.

Common Exception Words: common exception
words are words in which the English Spelling code works in an

unusual or uncommon way. They are not words for which
phonics ‘doesn’t work’, but they may be exceptions to spelling



rules, or words which use a particular combination of letters to
represent sound patterns in a rare or unique way.

Trigraph: this is when three letters go together to make one
sound e.qg. ear, air, igh, dge, tch.

Vowel: the letters a, €, i, 0, u.

Please find the 'Key Mantras' we use when teaching the Little

Wandle programme.

ey Mantras of Little Wandle

Mantra Explanation/ Example
Digraph — two letters, one sound Use to highlight that 2 sound is representad by two
letkers. E.qg. "ai’
Trigraph — three letters, one sound Use to highlight that = sound is represented by three
letkers. E.q. "igh’
Spot the digraphytrigraph When READING

Identify ary sounds which are representad by more
than one letter in the word before reading the word.
E.g. "ai’ in frain
Sound talk When READING
Sound out the word before attempting to blend.

E.g. t-r-ai-n
Blend When READING
Blend the word together 2.g. "train”
Whizper blend When READING
Child whispers the letters to help them blend when
reading a5 a stage between overily blending out loud
znd blending in their head,

Blend in your head When READING
Child is encouraged to blend in their head rather than
out loud.

Chunk it up When READING

Split longer words into parts to maks them sasier to
read, E.g. trainfing_ladd/er. =fvent/ful

This may ba done by covering part of the word with
your hand or the child may usa their finger when ina
bock.

Phoneme (Segmenting) fingers When SPELLING

Ask childran to held up their hand ready to count the
sounds — use the hand they DO HOT write with.

Howe many sounds? When SPELLING

Break the word down into sounds and put a finger up
for each sound to cownt them. This helps children to
nok miss any graphemes when writing (although they
may not shways choose the correct grapheme it should
be phonstically plausible — e.g. selecting “ay’ instead of
“ai ).

E.g. train — t-r-ai-n (4 fingers would be up)

Links to include on the website:

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

